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Assess in a way 

relevant for maths.



Some questions asked in exams recently.
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How would we ask this electronically ?
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Written, online or hybrid - pro/con for“written”

• A well-trodden and well-documented process. Seen as the default.

• Easier for exams offices to run

• Longer marking process against strict deadlines
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Written, online or hybrid - pro/con for“online”

• A “threshold” for an individual

• Intensive on computer clusters and technical specialists

• More work before the exam

• Possibility of something going wrong.
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Written, online or hybrid – types of hybrid

• 1. Separate exams at different times. No link between the questions.
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Written, online or hybrid – types of hybrid

• 2. Components within the same exam. Separate means of collection. 

Questions can be linked.
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Written, online or hybrid – types of hybrid

• 3. Text-box entry etc within online exam.
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Randomisation and Exams

• Invigilated Conditions

• Question Preparation
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Thoughts on form of assessment

• Exams presented and answered on paper is something that has been 

carried out for centuries.

• This has happened due to availability of materials.

• But this does not make written assessment the form to aspire to be 

similar to.

• There are many aspects of written assessment that are worth aspiring 

to emulate but that is due to them being good aspects, not just being 

written. 
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Thoughts on form of assessment

• Cosmetics : developed on paper for a reasons
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Thoughts on form of assessment

• Shorter or 

less-related 

questions.
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Conclusions

• Various reasons to use written, online or hybrid

• Let the maths and the practicalities dictate what is examined where.

• But do not feel that, in the absence of clear reasons, you need to 

make it look like a written assessment.
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